
The City of Plainwell is an equal opportunity provider and employer 

         
 

 

 

      
 

Agenda 

Planning Commission  

City Hall Conference Room 

May 15, 2024  

6:30 pm  

 
1. Call to Order 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Roll Call 

4. Approval of Minutes: 2/21/2024 Planning Meeting 

5. Chairman’s Report 

6. Public Comment 

7. New Business:  

a. Discuss to amending the Chicken Ordinance 

8. Old Business: None   

9. Reports and Communications:  

a. Council minutes 2/26/24; 3/11/24; 3/25/24; 4/8/24  

10. Public Comments   

11. Staff Comments  

12. Commissioners/Council Comments 

13. Adjournment    

 

 

Brad Keeler, Mayor 

Lori Steele, Mayor Pro Tem 

Todd Overhuel, Council Member 

Roger Keeney, Council Member 

Randy Wisnaski, Council Member 

 “The Island City” 

Department of Administration Services 

211 N. Main Street 

Plainwell, Michigan 49080 

Phone: 269-685-6821 

Fax: 269-685-7282 

Web Page Address: www.plainwell.org 
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CITY OF PLAINWELL 

MINUTES 

Planning Commission  

Wednesday, February 21, 2024 
 
 

1. Call to Order at 6:30 pm by Colingsworth 

2. Pledge of Allegiance  

3. Roll Call:   

 Present: Rachel Collingsworth, Jay Lawson, Stephen Bennett, Kevin Hammond, 

Lori Steele, Jim Higgs, Gary Sausaman 

4. Approval of Minutes: 12/06/2023   

Motion to approve minutes and place them on file was made by Sausaman and 

seconded by Lawson. All in favor vote.  Motion passed. 

5. Chairperson’s Report: None  

6. New Business:  

 Site Plan Review for Profielnorm. Three phase construction project that will take 

place in the Industrial Park. 

 A motion to approve the three-phase site plan was made by Higgs and 

seconded by Lawson with the condition that there is no foot print change to the 

additional phases, in which a review would be necessary. 

 Guests: Henry Dingemans, Profielnorm  

   Dan Lewis, Vriesman & Korhorn 

   Riley Lukomski, Southwest Michigan First 

7.  Old Business: None  

8.  Reports and Communications:  12/11/2023; 12/27/23; 01/08/24 & 01/22/2024 were 

reviewed and placed on file.  

9.    Public Comments: None  

10. Staff Comments: Siegel & Lakamper, provided updates on Mill Complex and the 

results from the RFQ launch. Various updates in downtown. 

11. Commissioner Comments:  

 None   

12.   Adjournment: Colingsworth adjourned the meeting at 7:05 p.m.  
 

 

Minutes submitted by Denise Siegel, Community Development Manager  



 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

To: City of Plainwell Planning Commission 
Date: March 22, 2024 

From: Nathan Mehmed, AICP 
RE: Backyard Chicken Zoning Ordinance Provision Examples 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the City of Plainwell with examples of zoning 
ordinance provisions that address backyard or residential keeping of chickens and summarize 
common provisions. Zoning ordinance provisions addressing backyard or residential keeping of 
chickens are commonly found in general provisions chapters and typically contain the following: 

• Zoning district(s) 
• Number of hens (commonly no roosters) 
• Standards pertaining to coops (size, height, materials, etc.) 
• Setback requirements 
• Prohibition on exterior slaughter 
• Permitting and licensing requirements 
• Exceptions for commercial farms 

 
Examples of backyard or residential keeping of chickens provisions in Michigan: 
 
Niles Charter Township, Berrien County, MI 
B. Keeping of Chickens. 

1. In the R-1A, R-1B and R-2 districts a maximum of six (6) hens may be kept per parcel, 
if kept in accord with this section and in accord with all Niles Charter Township 
ordinances pertaining thereto. Roosters shall be prohibited. 

2. Chickens shall be provided, and maintained within, a fully enclosed shelter located 
within the rear yard. Such enclosure shall be located in accord with rear setback 
standards for the respective districts but shall not be located closer than 25 feet from 
any side lot line. 

3. Slaughtering chickens outdoors shall be prohibited. 
4. No chickens shall be kept on parcels with more than two (2) dwellings. 
5. At all times proper licensing and permitting shall be maintained. 

6. In the AP and RP districts, the keeping of chickens shall be permitted without restriction, if 
conducted in accordance with the GAAMPs. 
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C. Nothing in this Section 3.27 shall be considered to limit the keeping of livestock in 
conjunction with a farm, as defined herein. 
 
Kalamazoo Charter Township, Kalamazoo County, MI 
A. Keeping of Chickens (Hens) The purpose of this section is to provide standards and 
requirements for the keeping of chickens. Roosters are not permitted. It is intended to enable 
residents to keep up to four chickens on a non-commercial basis while limiting and mitigating 
any potential adverse impacts on surrounding properties and neighborhoods. The keeping of up 
to four chickens that are utilized exclusively by the person(s) occupying a one-family dwelling as 
a locally grown food source for the consumption of eggs or meat, is permitted as accessory to 
the residential use if all of the following are satisfied:  

1. Chickens shall be kept only in the rear yard secured within a coop and attached pen 
during non-daylight hours. During daylight hours, chickens may be allowed to roam 
outside of the coop and pen, if supervised, and only within an area completely enclosed 
by a fence with a minimum height of four feet.  

2. The accessory use, coop and pen shall be designed to provide safe and healthy living 
conditions for chickens while minimizing adverse impacts on other residents and the 
neighborhood. The coop and pen shall meet the following additional requirements:  

a. The coop shall be set back a minimum of ten feet from all property lines of 
adjacent property and both the coop and pen shall be located a minimum of 35 
feet from the nearest wall of any adjacent dwelling.  Additionally, a coop and pen 
located on a lake front lot shall have a 40- foot rear yard setback. Public streets 
and public easements shall not be considered adjacent property lines for 
purposes of this section.  

b. The coop and pen shall be a maximum of six feet in height and shall not exceed 
a combined total of 80 square feet.  

c. The use of corrugated fiberglass, plastic tarps, scrap lumber or similar materials 
is prohibited. The coop and pen shall be similar in appearance to the surrounding 
residential dwellings and must be completely enclosed with a top and/or cover. 
The coop shall have a pitched roof.  

d. The coop and pen may be movable only if the dimensional/setback restrictions 
contained in this section are satisfied.  

3. All feed and other items associated with the keeping of chickens that are likely to attract 
or to become infested with or infected by rats, mice or other rodents shall be protected 
so as to prevent rats, mice or other rodents from gaining access or coming into contact 
with them.  

4. The outdoor slaughter of chickens is prohibited.  
5. The accessory use shall comply with all provisions of the Kalamazoo Charter Township 

Code of Ordinances pertaining to noise, odors, dust, fumes, sanitation and health or 
other comparable nuisances to ensure the public health, safety and welfare.  
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6. No person shall keep chickens without first securing a permit from the Township on a 
form provided and without paying a permit fee as prescribed by the Kalamazoo 
Township Board by resolution. The permit shall be issued by the Zoning Administrator. 
Such permit may be revoked by the Zoning Administrator if it is determined that any 
provision of this section is violated. The permit holder shall be noticed of such violation 
and have the right to a hearing by the Planning Commission before the permit may be 
revoked.  

7. Establishment of an accessory use and/or accessory building under this section shall not 
confer a vested right in the provisions contained herein or a right to continue such use. 
Further, a permit granted under this section is personal to the applicant occupying the 
dwelling and is not transferable.  

8. This section shall not regulate the keeping of chickens in those areas where a form of 
agriculture is a permitted principal use or special land use under other sections of this 
zoning code.  

9. All licensing required by the State of Michigan and Kalamazoo County, as well as all 
other statutes, ordinances and codes, shall be satisfied.  

10. No permit shall be issued by the Zoning Administrator without the written authorization 
from an owner of the property (if different from the applicant) consenting to the 
application on a form provided. Once authorization is obtained it shall continue for as 
long as the applicant is in possession of the property. 

 
City of Grand Haven, Ottawa County, MI 
B. Backyard chickens. The intent of these regulations is to allow the raising of 
backyard chickens in single-family neighborhoods while protecting the urban character of the 
community. The keeping of backyard chickens is distinct from consideration of keeping other 
types of animals because chickens do not graze and require a small, contained area that is in 
keeping with the lot sizes in the City of Grand Haven. 
No person shall keep chickens unless they obtain a backyard chicken permit and comply with 
the following conditions: 

1. The keeping of chickens is permitted only on lots where the principal use is a single-
family dwelling. 

2. Chickens are prohibited on property located within the Sensitive Areas Overlay district. 
3. The maximum number of chickens permitted per property shall be six (6). Roosters are 

prohibited. 
4. Chickens must be maintained in a fully enclosed, roofed structure at all times. 
5. The enclosure must be constructed of permanent residential building materials suited for 

the purpose intended, and in a manner which serves to enhance the aesthetic 
appearance of the neighborhood or surrounding area. 

6. All areas accessible to the chickens, including the coop and run, shall be contained in a 
single structure not to exceed sixty (60) square feet in footprint and eight (8) feet in 
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height measured from the grade. The minimum run size per chicken shall be eight (8) 
square feet. 

7. The enclosure must have chicken wire or similar material embedded twelve (12) inches 
into the ground around the enclosure to deter predators from digging under the 
enclosure wall. 

8. The enclosure shall be located in the rear yard and at least eight (8) feet from side and 
rear property lines, and where public sidewalk is present at least ten (10) feet distant 
from it. 

9. The enclosure must be maintained in a clean and orderly fashion. 
10. Chicken feed must be kept in a vermin-proof sealed container. 
11. Slaughtering of chickens is not permitted. 
12. The applicant shall pay the fee required by the fee resolution periodically adopted by the 

city council. 
13. Applications for backyard chicken permits shall be submitted to, and permits shall be 

issued by, the planning and community development department. 
14. An initial backyard chicken permit shall be valid indefinitely or until the property is sold or 

transferred to another owner, unless suspended or revoked. 
15. Upon sale or transfer, the chickens and enclosure must be removed from the premises 

within sixty (60) days after the expiration of the permit. 
16. Applications for a backyard chicken permit, suspensions, and revocations shall be 

handled in the manner provided in chapter 21 licenses. 
 
As always, let me know if you have any questions.  
 
c: Denise Siegel 

https://library.municode.com/mi/grand_haven/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH21LI


Authors: 
Darrin M. Karcher, Ph.D., Poultry Extension Specialist, Department of Animal Science, Michigan State University

Paul Wylie, MSU Extension Agricultural and Natural Resources Educator, Retired
R. M. “Mick” Fulton, D.V.M., Ph.D., Avian Pathologist, Diagnostic Center for Population and Animal Health
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POULTRY

ORDINANCES

Backyard
Allowing

Suggestions for

inches). An outside, enclosed run may or may not 
be allowed. The run should be no larger than 8 feet 
by 8 feet, and it should be attached to the coop. 
The facilities should be built to keep dogs, cats and 
wildlife from gaining entry. 

•     The poultry facility should be 5 to 10 feet from 
any property line and at least 10 to 20 feet from a 
neighboring residence.

•     The owner should dispose of waste materials 
(feed, manure and litter) in an environmentally 
responsible manner. The materials can be 
composted or bagged and disposed of in the trash. 
Piling waste materials on the property is not 
acceptable. 

•      Both the process of weeding out inferior animals 
known as culling and mortality (death) are common 
occurrences when raising live animals. Poultry 
owners will need to deal with unwanted males, 
old hens or sick birds. An animal care program 
involving euthanasia of birds should be made 
available. Owners should bag and dispose of dead 
birds in the trash. 

Keeping small flocks of chickens in cities is 
dramatically increasing. Unfortunately, there is a 

large gap between these new urban audiences and their 
knowledge of poultry husbandry. Numerous websites, 
books and Michigan State University Extension 
(MSUE) publications can provide materials to educate 
individuals on proper poultry management. Issues 
of animal welfare, neighbor annoyance concerns and 
environmental impacts must be considered before 
legislation is passed allowing these small poultry 
flocks to exist. The following suggestions will provide 
guidance on creating an environment, urban or rural, 
where it is reasonable for any individual to produce his 
or her own food or enjoy a new hobby.

•   Limit the raising of chickens to single or two-famly 
residences only and the number of chickens to 4 to 
6 per site.

•    No roosters (male adult chickens) may be kept.

•     Poultry should not be allowed in a residence, porch 
or attached garage. Chickens must be confined in a 
house or coop in the backyard of the residence with 
a minimum of 1 square foot per bird (144 square 

Extension



S U G G E S T I O N S  F O R  O R D I N A N C E S  A L L O W I N G  B A C K Y A R D  P O U L T R Y

•      The coop should be designed to discourage rodents 
and wild birds from entering. Owners should store 
all feed supplies in rodent-proof containers. They 
should take steps to avoid the buildup of flies and 
maggots by keeping litter and feed dry and promptly 
disposing of dead birds or waste eggs.

•      The owner should control rodents by eliminating 
nearby hiding places (trash, weeds, and debris), 
trapping and baiting rats and mice on a regular basis.

•     The owner must feed and water the chickens on a 
daily basis.

•      Sales of eggs should not be allowed. Keeping hens 
should be for personal use and not for running a 
business. 

•      The ordinance may simply allow the keeping of 
laying hens if the conditions are met. A permit may 
be required depending on the municipality. If a 
permit is required, any fees should be nominal. 

•      The impact and spread of a disease can be reduced 
if households with poultry can be identified. A 
permit requirement will generate a list of all 
households with poultry allowing for a quicker 
response to a disease outbreak.

•     For the protection of Michigan’s commercial poultry 
industry, no such poultry holdings should be 
allowed within four miles of a commercial poultry 
operation. 

•   Contact Michigan Department of Agriculture to 
investigate the proximity to the commerical poultry 
industry.

•   To review ordinances that have been passed in 
Michigan related to keeping poultry in urban 
and suburban settings, contact the Michigan 
Department of Agriculture at 517-335-5713.

Extension
MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer. Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, 
gender, gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or veteran status. Issued in furtherance of MSU 
Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Thomas G. Coon, Director, MSU Extension, East Lansing, MI 48824. This 
information is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade names does not imply endorsement by MSU Extension or bias against those not mentioned.



Grand Rapids Chicken Laws 

Are chickens allowed in Grand Rapids? Yes 

How many chickens can you have? 4 to 6 (depending on lot size) 

Can you have roosters in Grand Rapids? No 

Chicken coop placement rules: Coops at least 10 feet from property lines. 

Application process: Permit required 

More information: Grand Rapids municipal code  

Before starting to raise chickens in Grand Rapids, it’s crucial to gain knowledge about the rules 

and regulations that govern this activity. 

• The City of Grand Rapids allows residents to keep up to 4 chickens on a lot less than 

5,000 sq. feet, and up to 6 chickens on a lot of 5,000 sq. feet or more in size. 

• Roosters are prohibited in Grand Rapids. 

• Chickens must be kept in a coop or fenced enclosure in the rear yard of the property. 

• The coop must be at least 6 square feet per chicken and the enclosure must be at least 

10 feet from any lot line. 

• Chicken feed must be stored in rodent-proof containers. 

Requirements 

• Live in a single-family or two-family home. 

• Have a lot that is at least 3,800 square feet in size. 

• Obtain a permit from the City Manager or his/her designee. 

Permit Denial Happens If:  

• The applicant’s property is located in a floodplain or other area that is not suitable for 

chicken keeping. 

• The applicant has a history of animal neglect or cruelty. 

It is possible for cities to change their rules on backyard chickens over time. That’s why it’s 

important to contact Grand Rapids officials for the most up-to-date information. 

 

https://www.grandrapidsmi.gov/Government/Departments/Office-of-the-City-Clerk/City-Code-of-Ordinances
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